Pediatric specimen collection for chemical analysis.
Laboratory tests can be an important factor in patient care and health care costs. To maximize their utility and cost effectiveness, one must be aware of factors that can compromise their accuracy. The process from choice of tests to interpretation of results is complex, but it can be successfully completed if the variables discussed in this article are minimized. Note: Since submission of this manuscript, an article summarizing the neonatal experience at Columbus Children's Hospital and several surveyed pediatric hospitals has been published. This article reviews methods and provides numerous suggestions on improving technique.